
Bardia Jungle Safari - 3 Days

Introduction

The Bardia Jungle Safari offers a distinctive combination of wildlife exploration, cultural

experiences, and breathtaking river panoramas. Bardia National Park, renowned for its rich

biodiversity and minimal human interference. Nestled in the western Terai region of Nepal, the park

covers over 968 square kilometer Annapurna Regions, with altitudes ranging from 150 to 1,000

meters. This area is characterized by pristine forests, grasslands, and riverine habitats that provide

a subtropical climate. Home to over 400 bird species, Bardia is a birdwatcher’s paradise and

shelters endangered creatures like Bengal tigers, one-horned rhinoceroses, and wild elephants,

alongside a wealth of diverse birdlife. The park is also steeped in culture, being the homeland of

the indigenous Tharu people, who share a profound connection with the forests.

Highlights

Scenic flights and drives that showcase panoramic views of the Himalayas and the lush Terai

landscape.

A variety of safari experiences, including jeep rides, jungle treks, and canoe trips on pristine

rivers.

Insights into animal behavior and tracking skills from knowledgeable wildlife experts and

naturalists.

Opportunities to delve into the traditional Tharu culture through visits to local villages and the

Tharu Museum.

Why Choose This Destination
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Bardia Jungle Safari provides an unspoiled and less touristy alternative compared to Nepal’s more

popular parks. With its high biodiversity and dedicated conservation efforts, visitors can enjoy

exceptional wildlife viewing opportunities. Also, interacting with the Tharu community enriches the

experience, offering deeper insight into local life. Additionally, the variety of safari formats—jeep,

walking, and canoe caters to diverse interests, allowing for close-up encounters with wildlife. The

safari is flexible throughout the year and especially well-suited for photographers, nature

enthusiasts, families, and anyone looking for a tranquil wildlife retreat getaway.

"Book your Bardia Jungle Safari today and experience the thrill of Nepal’s untouched

wilderness up close!"
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PRICE INCLUDES

Transport:

Round-trip domestic flights between Kathmandu and Nepalgunj

Private vehicle transfer between Nepalgunj airport and Bardia National Park lodge

Accommodation:

2 nights stay in a comfortable lodge or resort inside or near Bardia National Park (AC/non-AC

options depending on budget)

Meals:

All meals included (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner) during the safari days

Safari Activities & Experiences:

Jeep safari inside Bardia National Park

Guided jungle walks with licensed nature guides

Canoeing on the Karnali River

Visit to Elephant Breeding Center and Crocodile

Breeding Center

Cultural experience — visit to a Tharu village and traditional dance performance

Guides and Permits:

Professional English-speaking, government-licensed nature guide

Entry permits and park fees

All necessary taxes and government charges

PRICE EXCLUDES

International airfare to/from Nepal
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Any meals or accommodation in Kathmandu or outside the Bardia safari itinerary

Personal expenses like laundry, phone bills, drinks (alcoholic or soft drinks)

Tips/gratuities for guides, drivers, porters, or staff

Travel insurance (strongly recommended to arrange before your trip)

Optional activities or extra excursions outside the planned itinerary
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DETAILED ITINERARY

Day 1: Flight from Kathmandu to Nepalgunj

Begin your adventure by traveling to Tribhuvan International Airport for a breathtaking

domestic flight to Nepalgunj, lasting about an hour. Enjoy stunning views of the towering

Himalayas and the lush Terai plains during your journey. Upon arrival, you’ll embark on a

drive to Bardia National Park, passing through charming rural towns, fertile farms, and

picturesque river landscapes. Once you reach your jungle resort, you’ll receive a warm

welcome before checking in. During your leisure time, a naturalist or guide will provide a

briefing on the park map, safety rules, and what to expect from the safari and upcoming

activities. If time allows, consider exploring the local lifestyle, visiting traditional Tharu

houses, or observing the farming practices of the Tharu communities. Alternatively,

check out the Tharu Museum to learn about this indigenous community and their

harmonious relationship with nature.
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Day 2: Full Day Jungle Safari in Bardia National Park

Start your day with an early breakfast to maximize your chances of spotting wildlife.

Depending on park permits and the lodge’s itinerary, you’ll have a variety of safari

options. Go birdwatching and look for stunning species like hornbills, herons,

woodpeckers, eagles, kingfishers, and flycatchers. Alternatively, take a jeep safari to

venture into deeper sections of the park, where you may encounter Bengal tigers, one-

horned rhinoceroses, wild elephants, swamp deer, gharial crocodiles, and a variety of

birdlife. Join a jungle walk with a trained wildlife tracker and an experienced naturalist

guide to learn about animal tracks, calls, dung signs, and various plant species—the best
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way to observe animals in their natural surroundings. You may also visit the tiger

territories or watering holes. If the season allows, enjoy a canoe ride on the Karnali or

Babai River where you can spot aquatic life, including mugger and gharial crocodiles,

river otters, and diverse bird species. After an exhilarating day, you’ll relax at designated

watchtowers or riverbanks before returning to the lodge before sunset.

Day 3: Departure

On your final morning, you may opt for a short nature walk or some birdwatching around

the lodge, time permitting. After breakfast, you’ll head back to Nepalgunj airport, taking

the same scenic route (about 2.5 to 3 hours). Finally, enjoy a relaxing flight back to

Kathmandu, marking the end of your memorable Bardia jungle safari, filled with

cherished moments of the Tharu community and the captivating wildlife.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1. What is a Bardia Jungle Safari?

A Bardia Jungle Safari is a wildlife adventure in Bardia National Park, Nepal, where you explore

forests, grasslands, and river habitats in search of wildlife. Depending on your itinerary, you can

experience the park by jeep, on a guided jungle walk, or by canoe.

Bardia is particularly known for its natural landscapes and opportunities to see wildlife such as the

Royal Bengal tiger, one-horned rhinoceros, wild elephants, deer, crocodiles, and a wide variety of

birds. The Karnali River also offers opportunities for spotting the endangered Gangetic river

dolphin. dolphin.

2. What animals can I see during a Bardia safari?

Bardia National Park is home to a diverse range of wildlife. During a safari, you may encounter

Royal Bengal tigers, one-horned rhinoceroses, wild elephants, spotted deer, swamp deer, wild boar,

monkeys and various reptiles.

Birdwatchers can also enjoy a remarkable variety of species, including hornbills, kingfishers,

herons, eagles and other forest and wetland birds.

Wildlife sightings are never guaranteed because these are wild animals living freely in their natural

habitat. That unpredictability is part of what makes a Bardia safari so exciting

3. Can I see a Royal Bengal tiger in Bardia National Park?
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Yes, Bardia is one of the places in Nepal where travelers have the opportunity to search for the

Royal Bengal tiger in its natural habitat.

However, a tiger sighting can never be guaranteed. Your chances depend on factors such as the

season, weather, animal movement, water availability, and the patience and experience of your

safari guide. Early-morning and longer safari excursions can provide valuable time for wildlife

tracking.

The best approach is to enjoy the entire wildlife experience rather than treating the trip only as a

search for a tiger.

4. What types of safari are available in Bardia National Park?

Bardia offers several ways to experience its wilderness. The main safari activities include:

 

Jeep safari – ideal for covering larger areas of the park and searching for wildlife in forests and

grasslands.

Guided jungle walk – a slower, more immersive experience where you can learn to recognize

animal tracks, calls, and signs.

Canoe or river safari – particularly enjoyable along the Karnali River, where you may spot

crocodiles, birds and, with luck, Gangetic dolphins.

Birdwatching – a rewarding option for travelers interested in Bardia's rich birdlife.

The activities available to you can depend on the season, park regulations, and your chosen

itinerary.
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5. Is a Bardia Jeep Safari safe?

A jeep safari is conducted with experienced drivers and nature guides who understand the park

environment and wildlife behavior. Staying inside the designated safari vehicle and following your

guide's instructions are important parts of a safe wildlife experience.

If you join a walking safari, always remain with your trained guide and follow the park's safety

instructions. Wildlife is unpredictable, so keeping a respectful distance is essential.

6. How long do I need for a Bardia Jungle Safari?

A 3-day Bardia Jungle Safari can provide a good introduction to the park, especially if your itinerary

includes travel to and from Nepalgunj along with a full day of safari activities.

If you have more time, staying an additional night or two gives you more opportunities for jeep

safaris, jungle walks, birdwatching, and river activities. Extra time can be especially useful for

travelers whose main interest is wildlife photography or tiger tracking.

7. What is the best time for a Bardia Jungle Safari?

The October to March period is generally considered a favorable time to visit Bardia, particularly

because the weather is more comfortable for outdoor activities and wildlife viewing. The Nepal

Tourism Board also identifies October–March as a best season for Bardiya National Park.

April to June can be considerably hotter, while July to September brings the monsoon season.

That said, every season offers a different experience, so the ideal travel period also depends on

whether your priority is comfortable weather, birdwatching, greenery, or wildlife tracking.
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8. Is Bardia Jungle Safari suitable for families?

Yes. A Bardia safari can be an enjoyable experience for families who love nature and wildlife. Jeep

safaris are particularly convenient because they allow you to explore the park without extensive

walking.

Families should consider children's age, comfort with outdoor conditions, and the length of safari

activities when planning the trip. Your tour operator can also help adjust the itinerary according to

your family's needs.

9. Is Bardia Jungle Safari suitable for first-time safari travelers?

Absolutely. You do not need previous safari experience to visit Bardia.

A professional nature guide explains what to expect, helps identify wildlife, and teaches you about

the forest ecosystem. The experience can include a combination of jeep rides, guided walks,

birdwatching, and river activities, making it easy for first-time visitors to discover the park at a

comfortable pace.

10. Can I go on a jungle walk in Bardia National Park?

Yes. A guided jungle walk is one of the most immersive ways to experience Bardia. Instead of

simply looking for animals from a vehicle, you learn to observe the smaller details of the forest,

including footprints, animal calls, feeding signs and vegetation.

Because you are walking in a natural wildlife habitat, jungle walks should always be conducted

according to park regulations and with an experienced guide.
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11. Can I see dolphins during a Bardia Jungle Safari?

Yes, the Karnali River is known for its Gangetic river dolphins. A canoe or river excursion can

provide an opportunity to look for dolphins as well as crocodiles and river birds.

Sightings depend on water conditions, season, and animal movement, so dolphins should be

considered a possible highlight rather than a guaranteed sighting. The Nepal Tourism Board

specifically lists the freshwater Gangetic dolphin among Bardia's wildlife attractions.

12. Is Bardia better for wildlife than just seeing tigers?

A Bardia safari is about much more than tiger spotting. While the Royal Bengal tiger is one of the

park's biggest attractions, the experience also includes rhinos, elephants, deer, crocodiles, birds,

river landscapes and the surrounding forest ecosystem.

You can also experience the culture of the Tharu community, making a Bardia trip a combination of

wildlife, nature and local culture rather than simply a tiger safari.

13. Can I experience Tharu culture during a Bardia safari?

Yes. The Tharu community has a deep cultural connection with the Terai region surrounding Bardia.

Depending on your itinerary, you can visit a Tharu village, learn about traditional lifestyles and

experience local cultural performances.

Trek Curator's Bardia itinerary includes a Tharu cultural experience and a visit to the Tharu

Museum as possible activities.

14. Is Bardia Jungle Safari worth visiting for wildlife photography?
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Yes. Bardia offers a diverse combination of forests, grasslands, rivers and wildlife, giving

photographers opportunities to capture everything from large mammals to birds and landscapes.

For photography, patience is often more important than simply covering more distance. Early

starts, quiet observation, and spending enough time in productive wildlife areas can make a

significant difference.

15. Why choose a Bardia Jungle Safari in Nepal?

Bardia offers the chance to experience Nepal's wildlife in a quieter and more natural setting. A

single trip can combine jeep safaris, guided jungle walks, river experiences, birdwatching, wildlife

photography and Tharu culture.

For travelers who want more than a conventional sightseeing holiday, Bardia provides an

opportunity to slow down, spend time in nature, and experience Nepal's wildlife and western Terai

culture together.
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