
Khopra Danda Trek - 10 Days

Introduction

The Khopra Danda Trek is one of those rare trails offering breathtaking mountain views, diverse

landscapes, cultural immersion, and a sense of solitude that’s hard to find on the busier routes.

This trek offers a more personal experience, taking you deeper into the countryside where trails are

less traveled, and landscapes remain unspoiled, unlike the more popular Annapurna Base Camp or

Ghorepani treks.

Starting the Journey

The journey begins with a scenic drive to Pokhara, a city that feels like a gateway to the mountains.

Further, the trek starts from Ghandruk, a picturesque Gurung village of slate-roofed houses, prayer

flags fluttering in the breeze, and a stunning view of Machhapuchhre (Fishtail) and Annapurna

South. Also, walking through dense forests of rhododendron, the trekking trail slowly ascends to

Tadapani and Dobato, where the magic begins.

A View Unlike Any Other

One of the gems of this trek is Muldai Viewpoint. The viewpoint offers a 360-degree panorama of

the Annapurna and Dhaulagiri ranges. At sunrise, the peaks glow golden, creating a surreal view

that makes time stand still. In contrast to Poon Hill, where crowds of people flock to see the

sunrise. Moreover, Muldai offers a peaceful alternative, where you can soak in the beauty in

complete peace.

Muldai provides a tranquil alternative to Poon Hill, where big people congregate for sunrise,

enabling you to take in the splendour in total quiet.

Reaching Khopra Danda
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As you ascend higher, the landscape begins to change. The thick forests give way to open alpine

meadows. You will find yourself at Khopra Danda (3,650m), standing on a ridge with mountains

surrounding you. Here, the mighty Dhaulagiri, Annapurna South, Nilgiri, and Machhapuchhre stand

so close, it feels like you could reach out and touch them. The stillness of the place, the crisp

mountain air, and the vastness of the Himalayas create a moment that stays with you forever.

A Sacred Adventure to Khayar Lake

A journey to Khayar Lake (4,600m) adds more meaning to this journey. The glacial lake, hidden

under the mountains, is considered sacred by the locals. The climb up to the lake is demanding,

with rocky hills and alpine country at a high elevation. But seeing the unblemished waters reflected

by the peaks makes it that much sweeter. Along the route, there will be occasional sightings of

yaks being watched by herders, tiny temples devoted to Hindu deities, and prayer flags that flutter

while transporting the sentiments of prayers aged centuries.

A Perfect Ending in Tatopani

The descent from Khopra Danda leads to Tatopani, where a well-earned dip in the natural hot

springs feels like a reward after days of trekking. The warm water and mountain views offer the

perfect relaxation before returning to Pokhara.

A Journey Worth Taking

For those who wish to see the untouched splendor of the Annapurna region without the visitors.

The Khopra Danda Trek is the perfect choice. It’s an adventure of isolation, thrill, and cultural

experiences set against the serene Himalayas. With Trek Curator, every moment is meticulously

planned for a seamless and unforgettable experience.
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PRICE INCLUDES

Airport Transfers (Pick-up & Drop-off)

Accommodation (2-night hotel BB)

Kathmandu to Pokhara Transport (Flight/Bus)

Accommodation (Teahouses/Lodges during the trek)

Meals (Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner during the trek)

Annapurna Conservation Area Entry Fees TIMS

Trekking Permits (ACAP & TIMS)

Professional Guide & Porter (Guide with First Aid Kit)

Necessary Trekking Equipment (Sleeping Bag & Down Jacket on rent)

Emergency Support (Basic First Aid & Oxygen Cylinder)

PRICE EXCLUDES

International Flights (To/From Nepal)

Nepal Visa Fees

Emergency Evacuation & Helicopter Rescue (If required)

Travel Insurance (Mandatory for high-altitude trekking)

Personal Expenses (Snacks, drinks, hot showers, Wi-Fi, battery charging)

Meals in Kathmandu & Pokhara (Except breakfast at hotels)

Trekking Gear (Personal clothing, boots, trekking poles, etc.)
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Extra Accommodation Costs (Due to delays, weather, or personal reasons)

Tips for Guide & Porter
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DETAILED ITINERARY

Day 1: Arrival in Kathmandu (1,355m)

Your Nepalese journey begins when you reach Kathmandu, the capital

city. The moment you emerge from the airport, the scent of incense, the flutter of prayer

flags, and the distant view of the hills welcome you to this beautiful country.

A representative from Trek Curator will greet you and accompany you to your hotel.

Once you have checked in, you may stroll around the colorful streets of

Thamel, which are full of colorful shops, local cafes, and trekking gear stores. In the

evening, you may enjoy a traditional welcome dinner, where you can relish authentic

Nepali cuisine while having a preview of what awaits you on the trip.
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Day 2: Drive from Kathmandu to Pokhara (900m) – 6-7 hours

After breakfast, we leave the bustling streets of Kathmandu and embark on a scenic

drive to Pokhara, Nepal’s adventure hub. The journey takes us through winding

highways, terraced fields, and rivers carving through deep valleys.

As we get closer, the view of the Annapurna and Machhapuchhre ranges appears, giving

us a glimpse of the mountains that await us. Upon reaching Pokhara, we check into our

hotel near Phewa Lake, where you can relax or take a peaceful evening walk along the

lakeside, watching the sunset reflect on the water.
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Day 3: Drive to Nayapul and Trek to Ghandruk (2,012m) – 4-5 hours3
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Our trekking adventure begins today! After breakfast, we take a short drive to Nayapul,

the starting point of our trek. From here, we hit the trail, walking along the Modi Khola

(river) as we ascend through lush green forests and terraced farmlands.

After a few hours, we reach Ghandruk, a picturesque Gurung village known for its stone-

roofed houses, cultural heritage, and stunning views of Annapurna South and

Machhapuchhre (Fishtail). The village is also home to a Gurung Museum, where you can

learn about the rich traditions of this ethnic group. In the evening, enjoy a warm meal

with the locals and take in the peaceful surroundings.

Day 4: Trek from Ghandruk to Tadapani (2,630m) – 6 hours

We start our day with a beautiful uphill walk through dense rhododendron forests, which

turn into a sea of red and pink during the spring season. The trail is peaceful, with only

the sound of birds chirping and the distant murmur of waterfalls.

As we climb higher, the air becomes crisp, and the views of Annapurna, Hiunchuli, and

Machhapuchhre become even more breathtaking. After a few hours, we reach Tadapani,

a quiet settlement perched on a ridge. Here, we spend the night in a cozy teahouse,

surrounded by towering peaks under a sky full of stars.
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Day 5: Trek from Tadapani to Dobato (Muldai Viewpoint) (3,460m) –

5 hours

Today’s trek is special as we leave the main trekking route and enter the less-explored

trails of the Annapurna region. The path leads us through moss-covered forests, hidden

waterfalls, and quiet trails with fewer trekkers.
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After a steady climb, we arrive at Dobato, home to the Muldai Viewpoint, one of the

best-kept secrets of the Annapurna region. In the evening, we take a short hike to the

viewpoint, where we are rewarded with a 360-degree panoramic view of Annapurna,

Dhaulagiri, and Machhapuchhre. Unlike the crowded Poon Hill, this hidden gem offers

complete solitude and an unforgettable sunset experience.

Day 6: Trek from Bayeli Kharka to Khopra Danda (3,650m) – 6-7

hours

Today, we trek along an exposed ridge, offering breathtaking views on both sides. The

landscape slowly changes from dense forests to open alpine meadows, where yaks graze

peacefully.

Reaching Khopra Danda feels like stepping into a dream. The ridge sits above the

clouds, with uninterrupted views of Dhaulagiri, Annapurna South, and Nilgiri. The sight of

the peaks glowing at sunrise and sunset is something truly magical.

Unlike the teahouses in other villages, Khopra Danda has a community lodge, managed

by the locals to support village development. After a long day of trekking, we settle in,

sip on warm tea, and admire the beauty of the Himalayas.
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Day 7: Hike to Khayar Lake (4,600m) and Return to Khopra Danda –

8-9 hours

This is the most challenging yet rewarding day of the trek. We wake up early and begin

our journey to Khayar Lake, a sacred glacial lake hidden beneath the towering peaks.
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The trail is steep and demanding, but the sense of solitude and the ever-changing

landscape keep us motivated. Along the way, we pass small Hindu shrines, fluttering

prayer flags, and grazing yaks, adding a spiritual touch to the journey.

After hours of climbing, we finally arrive at Khayar Lake, shimmering under the vast

Himalayan sky. The lake is believed to be sacred by both Hindus and Buddhists, with

many pilgrims visiting during festivals. The reflection of Annapurna and Nilgiri in the

turquoise waters is a sight that makes every step worth it.

After soaking in the beauty, we retrace our steps back to Khopra Danda, where a warm

meal and a well-earned rest await.

Day 8: Trek from Khopra Danda to Tatopani and Drive to Pokhara –

7-8 hours

Our final day of trekking takes us downhill through lush forests and traditional villages,

offering a completely different perspective of the landscape. As we descend, the

temperature gets warmer, and soon, we reach Tatopani, famous for its natural hot

springs.

After days of trekking, a dip in the warm waters feels like a luxury. The minerals in the

spring are said to have healing properties, making it the perfect way to relax and

rejuvenate.

From Tatopani, we take a scenic drive back to Pokhara, where we check into our hotel

and enjoy a celebratory dinner by the lakeside.
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Day 9: Drive from Pokhara to Kathmandu – 6-7 hours9
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After breakfast, we drive back to Kathmandu, following the Prithvi Highway along rivers,

terraced farms, and charming villages. Upon arrival, you can spend your last evening

exploring local markets, buying souvenirs, or simply relaxing at a café.

In the evening, Trek Curator hosts a farewell dinner, celebrating the memories made

along the journey.

Day 10: Departure from Kathmandu

After breakfast, it’s time to bid farewell to Nepal. Depending on your flight schedule, you

can explore the streets of Thamel one last time, visit local temples, or enjoy a quiet

morning in a rooftop café.

A Trek Curator representative will transfer you to Tribhuvan International Airport,

ensuring a smooth departure. As you board your flight, you carry with you memories of

breathtaking mountain views, peaceful trails, warm hospitality, and the sense of

achievement from this incredible journey.

We hope this trek leaves you with a deeper appreciation for nature, adventure, and the

beauty of Nepal. Until next time—Namaste!
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Permits and Visa

For the Khopra Danda Trek, the required permits are the Annapurna Conservation Area Permit

(ACAP), which is required for entry into the conservation area. Another is the TIMS Card (Trekkers’

Information Management System), which is mandatory for all trekkers. You can get both of the

permits through registered trekking agencies like us. Most nationalities can obtain a tourist visa

upon arrival at Tribhuvan International Airport in Kathmandu. An online visa is available through

the official Nepal Immigration website for faster processing. Documents that are needed include a

valid passport (minimum 6 months validity), passport-size photos, and the visa fee (in USD cash).

For Visa Information.

Transportation

For the Kathmandu to Pokhara, the main ways to get to the trek include domestic flights, local

buses, and private jeeps. You can choose any option based on your preferences and budget. The

local bus is cheap and has no flexibility, whereas the private jeep is expensive but offers comfort

and flexibility. Domestic flights are more expensive compared to both, but are faster and more

comfortable. From Pokhara to Nayapul, local buses or private jeeps are available. The return route

usually ends at Tatopani or Ghandruk, where transport back to Pokhara is easily available.

Accommodation and Services

Teahouses and community lodges are available throughout the trek. Khopra Community Lodge at

Khopra Ridge offers basic but scenic accommodation. Rooms are usually twin-sharing with simple

bedding; warm blankets are sometimes provided. Meals served include Nepali dishes (Dal Bhat),

noodles, soups, and basic Western options. Electricity is available in all the lodges and teahouses,

and charging facilities are available, though hot showers may require an extra charge. As the
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altitude increases, the facilities become limited, and the prices increase.

Best Season

Spring (March–May): Clear skies, blooming rhododendrons, moderate temperatures—ideal for

photography.

Autumn (September–November): Most stable weather, best mountain visibility, high demand for

accommodations.

Winter (December–February): Cold but peaceful; possible snow around Khopra Ridge.

Monsoon (June–August): Rainy, leech-prone trails, reduced mountain views—only recommended

for experienced trekkers.

Booking Policy and Required Documents

Advance booking for the trip is strongly recommended during peak trekking season to secure the

accommodation facility. The booking requires a valid passport copy, travel insurance (must include

emergency helicopter evacuation), and passport-size photos for trekking permits. For the

confirmation of the trek, a 20–30% deposit is required, and the remaining amount is paid upon

arrival in Nepal.

For  Booking & Cancellation Policy: click here 

Emergency Evacuation and Safety Tips

Mainly, altitude sickness can occur above 3,000 meters so, acclimatise properly and stay hydrated.

Keeping local guide and travel agency contact numbers will be beneficial. For helicopter

evacuation, services will be available in emergencies; this is only covered if included in your travel

insurance. Travel insurance must include high-altitude trekking (up to 4,500 m) and emergency

evacuation coverage. Basic health posts will be available in villages, whereas advanced hospitals

are in Kathmandu for serious cases. Inform your guide immediately if you experience headaches,
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nausea, or dizziness.
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